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HAissionary Lntelligence. 





From the Missionary Herald. 
INTERESTING ACCOUNT OF ASAAD SHIDIAK. 


This account was prepared by Naami Latoof, the 
young shekh of Tripoli, and translated from the Ara- 
tric by Mr. Bird, who thus speaks of it in a letter to 
the Corresponding Secretary, aated Beyroot, March 
28, 1827. 


This account of our suffering friend, though by no 
means complete, may nevertheless be relied on as au- 
thentic, and is by far the most full and satisfactory 
account which we have heen able to obtain. It was 
sent us, as you will see in the journal, by the friendly 
young shekh, Naami Latoof, who, some time previous, 
spent a few weeks in our families, and whose heart 
stems to have been touched by the truths of the Gos- 
pel. The priest who has proved so great a benefac- 
tor to Asaad, is a rélative of the shekh, and they have 
grown up together from childhood on the most inti- 


mate terms of familiarity and friendship. Many of 


the occurrences here related, the priegy found written 
among the monks, who pass their time idly with the 
patriarch, and to many he was an eye witness. The 
account was drawn up under his own inspection. He 
seems a man unusually conscientious for an Arab, 
unusually open to conviction in argument, and has 
promised to do his utmost to save Asaad from further 
abuse, and in the’end to deliver him from his state of 
confinement. Thus while all our own efforts have 
failed of essentially benefitting the poor man, the Lord 
without any of our instrumentality, has raised him up 
a friend from the midst of his persecutors, who has 
already saved him from impending death, and who, 
we hope and pray, will soon open the way for tris 
complete deliverance from‘this Syrian Inquisition. 


Brief History of Asaad Esh Shidiak, from the time 
of his being hetrayed into the hands of the Mar- 
onite Patriarch in the spring of 1826. 


Translated fromjthe Arabic of Naami Latoof. 

When the relatives of Asaad brought him to the 
convent of Alma, in the district of Kesroan, and 
gave him up to the patriarch, the latter began by 
way of flattery to promise him all the worldly ad- 
vantages he?could bestow ; but withal {demanding 
that he should put away all the heretical notions. 
and all the corrupt knowledge, which the Bible- 
men, those enemies of the Pope had tanght him. 
He replicd, “ These things which you hold out to 
me, areto me of novalue. J no longer trouble myself 
about them, for they.are vain and of short duration. 
Every Christian is! bound to think and labor and 
Strive to be accounted worthy to hear that blessed 
welcome, ‘ Come ye blessed of mv Father, inherit 


those things which I have learned from the Bible- 
men, | have to say, that for many years, I had 
read, occasionally, the Holy Scriptures, which are 
able to make us wise unto salvation, but could not 
live according to them; for I was given to the in- 
dulgence of all wicked passiogs : but since my ac- 
quaintance with these men, I see myself, through 
the merits of my Saviour, possessed of a new heart, 
though it is not yet, L confess, in all respects sucts 
as f could wish it to be.” 

During the few days they remained in the Kes~- 
roan, the patriarch shewed him every attention; 
and suffered no one to oppose his opinions, saying, 
“The Protestants, by the great sums they have 
given him, have blinded his eyes, and inclined him 
ta join them, and diffuse their poisonous senti- 
ments, so that he cannot at once, be brought to 
leave them. Let him alone for the present, do 
nothing to oppose or to defend him, anti! we shall 
arrive at Cannobeen, where we may examine in- 
to his faith and state at our leisure, and if we find 
that he still clings to his heresy, we then can do 
with him as circumstances may require.” Aftera 
short time they proceeded with him to Canno- 
been, and there began to use arguments to con- 
vince him of his errors, and persude him to con- 
fess and forsake them, and embrace whatever the 
councils and the church had enacted ;—requiring 
that he should surrender his conscience to the ho- 
ly Catholic church, and bless all whom she blessed, 
and curse all whom she cursed: and this they did 
in the most stern and threatening manner. He 
replied, “ It has been said by the moath of the Ho- 
ly One, Bless and curse not.” They still pressed 
him to yield his opinions, but he said, “ I can give 
up nothing, nor can [ believe any thing but as it is 
written in the Holy Scriptures ; for in these is con- 
tained all doctrines necessary to salvation.”— 
* But,” said they, “is every thing, then worthless, 
that has been ordained by the councils and the fa- 
thers?” He answered, “The councils may have 
enacted laws good for themselves, but we are not 
bound to follow them.” 

After urging hin day after day, to no purpose, 
they finally asked in despair, ‘‘ Are you then stil! 
ofthe same sentiment?” “ OF the same senti- 
ment,” said he “TI still believe and hold whatev- 
er is written in the Holy Scriptures, and neither 
more nor less.” Wil! every one then, who reads 
the Gorpel, be saved >” © By mo means ;—but as 
it is written, ‘he that hath my commands and 
keepeth them, he it is that loveth me.’” © Is it the 
duty of every person to possess the Gospel and 
read it?” * Yes, it is the duty of every one: * for,’ 





the kingdom prepared for you from the founda- 


tion of the world’ As to rejecting from my mittd | that are logf, in whom the go,! 


said Paul, ‘if our Gospel be hid, it is hid to them 
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blinded the minds of them which believe not, lest 
the light of the glorious Gospel should shine unto 
them.’” They then reviled him and spurned him 
away from their sight, and began to meditate 
measures of violence against him. He was sepa- 
rated from all around him, and compelled to take 
his meals by himself; and lest he should attempt 
lo escape, a person was set over him to keen him 
vuudera constant watch. He was made to feel 
himself in the lowest state of disgrace, all taking 
the fullest hberty to reproach and ridicule him, 

From this state of debasement he soon began to 
meditate his escape. Accordingly, one evening, 
just as the sun bad set, and while his keeper’s eye 
was off him, he fled. An immediate and diligent 
search was made for him, but he could not be 
found until the secoud day, when he was discov- 
ered still biding in a grove near by, for he was to. 
tally ignorant of the way he ought to take. They 
brought him immedively to the patriarch. When 
he arrived, he was met by reproaches and revil- 
ings, and the servants, by order of the patriarch, 
beat him, and put him into confinement. This 
was at Diman, a pleasant, airy situation, belong 
ing to Cannobeen, and about an hour’s distance 
from it. Soon after this, he was takea to the lat- 
ter place, when he was left a little more at large, 
but was always under the watch of a’keeper. 

One evening, when all had gone into the chap- 
el for prayers, he lay as if he had been asleep, and 
the monk, his keeper, thinking him really so, went 
in with the rest, but took with him as a precantion, 
Asaad’s silver inkhorn, supposing that ifhe should 
wake and think of escaping, he would not be wil- 
ling to leave behind him so valuable an article. 
When Asaad saw that all were gone, knowing the 
length of their prayers, he at once left the convent, 
and ran about an hour’s distance. People were 
despatched in search of him with all diligence, but 
they returned without finding him. On account 
of bis ignorance of the way, he remained secreted 
pear the road till the day broke, when he continu 
ed his flight until he bad reached the distance of 
three hours or nore from his prison, when a couple 
of men inthe service of the patriarch, having been 
apprized of his escape by the pursuers during the 
night, discovered him, and called out, “ Who are 
vou? Are you. Asaad?” He replied, “I am 
Asaad.” They at once took him into enstody, 
and brought him back, but without any violence 
or indignity, tu the patriarch. A different treat- 
ment however, awaited him at the convent. He 
had no sooner reached it, than they covered him 
with insalt, beating him, and mocking him, and 
saying, “fool that you are, why did you answer to 
your name?” He replied, “ God has laid a curse 
upon the lying mouth, and therefore [ cannot use 
it.” They said, “If you do not return to your 
faith, and hold to all that has been ordained by the 
church and the fathers, you are ruined. You will 
die under your tortures, and go to perdition.” He 
replied, “ Whosoever shall call on the name of 
the Lord shall be saved. I am willing to expose 
myself to every indignity and suffering for the 
sake of him who loved us, and shed his precious 
blood for our salvation. ‘These things lam bound 
to say and do, and [ ain bound to exhort you also, 
as beloved friends.” When he had said this, they 
all laughed him to scorn, called him a mad-man, 
and were about to beat him for attempting as they 
nretended. to make heretics of them also. When 
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he saw their anger, he cried out, “ Why are you 
enraged at me, and what are you about to do to 
me? [ am a dying man like yourselves, and 
preach unto you that you should torn from your 
vanities unto the living God, who made heaven, 
and earth, and the sea, and all that are therein.” 
They then renewed their cries that he was mad, 
and thrust him into his prison-room, and locked 
the door upon him, and strict orders were given 
that no one should say any thing to him more or 
less. In this state he remained for some days. 
The patriarch then sent to him to inquire after his 
faith, especially respecting his trust in the images 
of the church, declaring to hins that without faith 
in these, he could not be saved. He replied, “ Let 
no man beguile you of your reward in a voluntary 
humility and worshipping of angels.” They 
brought him proofs from the councils, that images 
were used by the fathers, and ought to be set up 
and worshipped in the churches in honor of the 
saints, and to obtain their intercession. He an- 
swered, “[ will also ing you proof from the 
councils, that the worship of images and all use of 
them in the churches was forbidden and reproba- 
ted by the fathers.” Here they contradicted him. 
“ Be it as it may,” said he, “ it is impossible for 
me to follow the opinions of any manor set of 
men, and leave the word of God behind me. This 
word tells me, that forasmuch as we are the off- 
spring of God, we ought not to think that the God- 
head is like unto gold, or silver, or stone, graven 
by art or man’s device.” The messengers then 
quit him and made their report to the patriarch, 
who left him in his prison for a considerable time, 
in the most abject and suffering state. 

In process of time, certain individuals, possessed 
of a little humanity, became interested in his sitn- 
ation, sympatfised in his sufferings, interceded 
for him, and procured liberty to open the prison 
door, so that any one who chose could go in and 
see him without restraint. Again he began to 
meditate an attempt to escape, and ona certain 
evening, set off fromthe convent. Butas before, 
his ignorance of the proper path to escape in, 
prevented the accomplishment of his purpose.— 
He soon saw the lighted torches streaming off in 
every direction in search of him, and to avoid 
his pursvers, turned aside a short distance, and 
climbed into a tree. From this situation he did 
not dare to come down till the night was fairly 
gone, when he shifted the position of his clothes, 
turned his cloak inside out, using bis turban for 
a girdle and his girdle for his turdan, and took 
his way. He had, however, not proceeded far, 
when one of the patriarch’s men discovered him, 
and called out, “ Asaad, is it you!” He answer- 
ed, “Itis 1.” The man iminediately caught him, 
like a greedy wolf, bound him, brat him, and 
drove him before him, asa slave, or a brute, to 
Cannobeen. On their way they were met by 
many others who had been sent off in quest of 
him, who all united with the captor in his bruta! 
treatment. On his arrival, the patriarch gave 
immediate orders for his punishment, and they 
fell upon him with reproaches, caning him and 
smiting him with their hands; and so it was, that 
as often as they struck him on one cheek, he turn- 
ed to them the other also. “ This,” said he, “ 's 
a joyful day to mé, My blessed Lord and Mas- 
ter has said, ‘Bless them that curse you, and ! 
they strike you on the right cheek, turn to them 
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the other also.” This 1 have been enabled to do, 
and Iam ready to suffer even more than this for 
him, who was beaten, and spit upon, and led as a 
sheep to the slaughter on our account.” When 
they heard this, they fell to beating him anew, 
saying, “ Have we need of your preaching, thou 
deceiver? Of what avail are such pretensions in 
one who is in the broac way to perdition?” He 
replied, “ He that believeth that Jesus Christ is 
the Son of God, hath eternal life.” “ Ah,” said 
they, ‘ that is what blinds you. Your salvation 
isby faith alone in Christ ; thus you cast con- 
tempt on his mother, and his saints; you deny 
the presence of his holy body on earth ;”—and 
they threw bim on the gronnd, overwhelmed with 
the multitude of their blows. For three succes- 
sive days he was subjected to the bastinado, by 
order of the patriarch, who, after that, summon- 
ed him to his presence, and demanded of him his 
faith. He answered, * Lama Christian, a follow- 
er of Jesus of Nazareth.” Those present ex- 
horted him to acknowledge the intercession of the 
saints, aud to repair to them for help in this hour 
of trial. But he refused, saying, “ My help is 
in him who shed his blood for sinners.” “ But 
have the saints,” said they, “ no intercession, and 
is it vain to worship them, and pray to them ?”— 
He said, * We are not taught to seek help or pro- 
tection from any, but from hin who is the Great 
Shepherd, who has said with his own blessed 
mouth, ‘Come unto me, all ye that labor and are 
heavy laden, andI will give you rest.’ To any 
other than God, we are not commanded to pray or 
seek for refuge.” 

Then they returned him to prison, as before. 
Those who sympathized with him, went and beg- 
ged him to confess that the canons of the coun- 
cils were binding on all Christians, and the im 
ages were very propertly made use of in the 
churches. He answered, “ Professing theinselves 
to be wise, they became fools, and changed the 
glory of the incorruptible God into an image made 
like unto corruptible man.” At this they turned 
away from him in despair and disgust, and re- 
ported to the patriarch that he was in the most set. 
tled state of obstinacy, and was doubtless posses- 
sed of a devil. 

Upon this, the patriarch ordered him to be put 
in chains, and the door to be barred upon him, as 
formerly, and his food to be given in short al- 
lowance. In this condition he remained till he 
was much reduced, and began to entreat them to 
have pity on hjm and take off the irons from his 
feet, and open the doors of the prison. Some 
were moved by his supplications, interceded for 
him, unbarred the door, took off his chains, and 
left him. He arose, walked out, and sat down 
with one of them and conversed. He then beg- 
ged the patriarch to give him some books to copy, 
to rid himself of the tedium of his idleness. But 
he refused, nor would he suffer any to hold con- 
versation with him. 

After some days, there came into the convent 
two men, in the character of beggars, and wished 
to pass the night, but were turned away. That 
same night Asaad made another attempt to es- 
cape. As soon as it was discovered that he was 
gone, a vigorous search was made to find hiin, but 
all to no purpose. The universal cry now was, 

that the two men already mentioned had been 
Sent by the protestants to steal him away for a 
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large reward. Ymmediately his holiness, the pa- 
triarch, sent letters to the emeer Abdallah, in- 
forming him of Asaad’s escape, and requesting 
him to guard the roads of the Kisroan, and search: 
the neighborhood, if possibly Asaad might still be 
found lurking in that district. Accordingly 
search was made, Asaad was discovered among 
his relatives by a couple of soldiers, was bound, 
and taken off to the emeer, who sent him direct 
to the patriarch. On his arrival, he was loaded 
with chains, cast into a dark, filthy room, and bas- 
tinadoed, every day, for eight days, sometimes 
fainting under the operation, until he was near 
death. He was then left in his misery, his bed 
a thin flag mat, his covering his common clothes. 
The door of his prison was filled up with stone 
and mortar, and his food was six thin cakes of 
bread a day, and a scamy cup of water. In this 
loathsome dungeon, from which there was no pas- 
sage, andto which there was no access but a 
smail loop hole, through which they passed his 
food, he lay several days; and he would lift up 
his voice and cry, “ Love ye the Lord Jesus 
Christ according as he hath loved us, and given 
him-elf to die for us. Think of me, O ye that 
pass by, have pity upon me, and deliver me from 
these sufferings.” 

Now when his groaus and cries were thus 
heard, a certain priest, who had been a former 
friend of Asaad, was touched with compassion. 
His former friendship revived, his bowels yearn- 
ed over his suffering brother, and he besought ev- 
ery one who could speak with the patriarch, that 
they would intercede and endeavor to soften his 
feelings towards his prisoner. By dint of perse- 
verance, the priest at length succeeded, and ob- 
tained permission to open the prison door of his 
friend and take off his irons. The first request he 
made of the priest, on entering, was, that he would 
give him a little food, for he was famishing with 
hunger. The Priest immediately brought him ¢ 
little bread and cooked victuals, which he ate, and 
said, “ The name of the Lord be blessed.” 

Those present again began to exhort him to 
turn to the mother of God, if, peradventure, she 
would have mercy upon him, and bring him back 
to the way of salvation. He answered, “If she 
has the power of intercession, let her intercede 
for us with her beloved son.” The priest was ve- 
ry assiduous in supplying him with every thing 
necessary for his comfort; in particular he ob- 
tained the return of his clothes, of which he had 
heen partly stripped ; for the snow was upon the 
ground, and the cold filled him with pains. 

Now when the others saw the care and attea- 
tion of the priest, they said, “ You have become 
a convert to his heretical! opinions.” But he re- 
plied, “ God has said, ‘ Blessed are the merciful ;’ 
and continued firm in his purpose. His assiduity 
was such, that, whenever he left the convent for 
any time, ic would give money to the cook to 
prevail on him to supply Asaad with proper food, 
and attend upon him ia whatever he might need 

The enemies of the priest accused him to the pa- 
triarch, but they couid not succeed in their object, 
for the priest is of blameless morals, and has a 
good name among all. 

The priest now passed much of his time in 
company with Asaad; and conversed with him 
freely. Ov a certain occasion they began to con- 





verse on the subject of the cross, the priest saving 
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it ought to he worshipped. Asaad replied, “ For 
what reason? and where is the use of i?” The 
priest said, “In memory of the Saviour.” Asaad— 
“ Why do vou kiss the cross and who has comman- 
ded it? Priest.—We kiss it in honor of him who 
hung upon it.” Asaad.—* But why then do you 
not paint the ass also, and pay it all obeisance, 
and all honors, for our Saviour, when le rode up- 
on the ass, was in all honor, and all paid him obei- 








sance : bat when he was on the cross, he was in 
sorrow and disgrace.” The priest reproved him 
gently for returning such an answer, and when he 
saw that the priest was displeased, he said, “On 
account of your love to me, and the favor you 
have done me, | wish to prove to you this point, 
that all religious reverence and worship and ser- 
vice to any but God, is vain; for itis said, *He 
that heareth my word, and believeth on him that 
sent me, hath everlasting life,’ and I have to beg 
of you, that you will continually search the Holy 
Scriptures, and pray as David prayed, * Create in 
me a clean heart, O God, and renew a right spirit 
within me.’” During this time, one their ene- 
mies was standing without the door, and listened 
to the whole conversation. This man went in- 
mediately to the patriarch, and told him all that 
he had heard, and that the priest was conversing 
with Asaad in so gentle a manner, that he was 
likely soon to be won over to heresy. His holi- 
ness was startled at the intelligence, and hasten 
ing down inquired the truth of the report. Asaad 
concealed nothing. The patriarch, however, at 
first represented his own feelings, and exhorted 
him in the most winning manner he could.assume, 
promising that if he would but return to the holy 
church and fathers and councils, worship the ima- 
ges, and saints, and the mother of God, he would 
again immediately make him his secretary. He 
replied, “ With regard to the opinions whieh | 
hold, I assure you I wish to hold none which are 
opposed to the word of God; and as to resorting 
to the virgin Mary, I say, as I have before said, 
that if she has any power of intercession, let her 
intereede for us. As to giving up my opinions 
to the church and councils, how can [| do it, so 
long as I am possessed of satisfactory evidence 
that these councils are opposed to ove another ? 
We are in no need of the councils, but have suffi 
cient light withont them to guide us in the way of 
salvation. Moreover I can say, that Ido surren-. 
der my opinions to the holy catholic church, for | 





profess the faith of the church of Christ, and unite 
my conscience with it.” 

The patriarch could no longer restrain his feel- 
ings, but broke out in the language of reproach, 
saying, “ You are a worthless fellow, obstinately 
bent on maintaining your folly. I give you to un- 
derstand that | am clear of your guilt. You will 
not be taught, but love to shew your contempt of | 
the cross, and of the worship of the images, whose | 
worship is only in honor of those to whose memo 
ry they are set up, and who labored and died in 
the service of Christ.” Asaad replied, “ With | 
regard 'o worshipping such things as these, it is 
said, * Thon shalt worship the Lord thy God and 
him only shalt thou serve :’ and as to those who 
labored and shed their biood for the Saviour, they 
are above ovr honors, for they have gone to in- 
herit unspeakabie glory in their master’s pres- 
ence.” The patriarch was more angry than ever, 





and taking off his slipper, beat both him and the 
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priest, and drove the latter froin the room and 
loeked the door. 

After six davs of additional confinement, the 
friendly priest again procured his release from his 
prison, and obtained the favor of taking the entire 
oversight of him. In this condition the persecuted 
man remains. May the Most High grant bim 
speedy deliverance. 

February 15th, 1827. 


BIOGRAPHICAL SKETCH 


Of Kapiolani. a Christian Convert of Hawaii, 
one of the Sandwich Islands. 

KarioLani® belongs to what may be called the 
nobility of the Sandwich Islands, though not to 
the highest rank. She descended from one of 
the leading families under the ancient kings of 
Hawaii. The saine is true of her husband Naihi. 
They have large landed possessions, and, like the 
other higher chiefs, may exercise unbounded pow- 
er over the occupants of their lands, who, by the 
common law of the islands, are reduced to the 
lowest state of vassalage. 

When the first missionaries arrived at the isl- 
ands, Kapiolani was intemperate, dissolute, and 
degraded. Butas she resided for some time near 
the missionaries, and possessed a sprighily, inquis- 
itive mind, she soon acquired some knowledge of 
the Gospel, which had a salutary influence on her 
character. She became moral, applied herself to 
study, and attended on the means of grace. 

At this time she was probably at Lahaina, on 
the island of Maui; but her home was on the 
western shore of Hawaii, at a place called Kaava- 
roa, celebrated as the spot where captain Cook 
was killed. The inhabitants of this place, before 
the Gospel exerted an influence upon them, pos- 
sessed a character resembling that of their rulers 
at the same time, They were intemperate, vicious, 
debased. 

The small number of the missionaries at the 
islands, did not allow them at first to maintain a 
station at Hawaii. But when their naguber was 
enlarged by the arrival of new laborers in the 
Thames, they determined on sending a detach- 
ment thither. The joy of Kapiolani on this oc- 
casion was great, and she gladly afforded the 
facilities for transportation. The first post occn- 
pied on Hawaii was at Kairua, sixteen miles from 
her residence; and she, her husband, and their 
train, repeatedly went from Kaavaroa to Kairua 
to hear the preaching of the Gospel, She soon 
commenced building a church in her own village, 
and became importunate tor a Christian teacher 
to reside with her. When she came to Kairua, 
she used sometimes to weep because one could 
not be afforded immediately. For nearly two 
years she had enjoyed Christian privileges, and 
was therefore the more sensible of the darkness 
which covered her native village, and of the vice 


' which reigned there. Yetshe seems not to have 
| been without the peacefulness, which is every 


where the inheritance of the true Christian; for 
when av old chief, named Kamakau, inquired by 


* The reader will be careful to distinguish between 
Kapiolani, and the queen Keopuolani, who died at 
Lahaina io September 1824. Kapiolani is still living. 

The pronunciation of Kapiolani, Naihi, Kamakon, 
and Pele, respectively, is as follows :—Kap-ee-o-la/- 
nee, Nye-hee, Kah-mah-kou, Pa-la. 
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letter whether her removal from the society of the 
other chiefs did not make her feel lonely, she 
wrote back to him in reply, that she was not lonely, 
for though separated from her friends God was 
there, and with him she had communion; besides, 
they had on those shores two gates to heaven, 
(meaning the church erected at Kairua, and the 
one they were building in her village,) and through 
them blessings might be expected to descend. 

In the autama of 1823, Mr. Ely came to! Ha- 
waii; and visiting Kaawaroa, Kapiolani, her hus- 
band Naihi, and the old chief Kamakau, who also 
resided in that place, united their earnest entrea- 
ties that Mr. Ely might become their minister. 
They represented to him, that their church was 
then nearly completed, and that, in cace he would 
remain with them, they would erect for him a 
dwelling-house, and do what they could towards 
his support. With this request Mr. Ely, after 
taking advice of his brethren, thought it his duty 
to comply. In March 1824, the church was ded- 
icated to the worship of the true God, and Mr, 
Ely commenced his ministerial labors with animia- 
ting prospects, which have since been fully reali- 
zed. 

A few months afterwards, she and her husband 
visited Oahu, where she manifested much affec- 
tionate interest in the welfare of the missionaries. 
She next visited Lahaina, on Maui, where Mr. 
Richards was residing, and where she appears to 
have received her first religions impressions. Mr. 
Richards thus notices the change in her character 
and appearance. 

He says,—* A few years ago, there was scarcely 
a more degraded person on the islands, than Kap- 
iolani. She gave herself up to intemperance, and 
every species of degradation. Now, she is in ev- 
cry respect perfectly moral. She always appears 
in a neat dress, has in many respects adopted the 
customs of refined suciety, and is, in her whole 
character, raised so far above the generality of the 
nation, that one can hardly avoid the belief that 
she was educated among an enlightened people. 
How gladly would I present this chief to a circle 
of those, who say this people cau never be civili- 
zed, and let them account for the difference be- 
tween her former and her present character.” 

Mr. Richards bas added a few anecdotes, which 
aie beautifully illustrative of her Christian feeling. 
One Sabbath evening she made these remarks to 
him with reference to public worship: 

“I love to go w the house of God, for then | 
forget all about this world. When among the 
chiefs, 1 bear so much said about money, and 
cloth, and land, and ships, and bargains, that u 
makes me sick, and I wish to go whee | can hear 
about God, and Christ, and heaven. This cures 
all my sickness, and I never get tired of it,” 

When he questions! her respecting her love for 
the house of God, she said :—Wheon I hear preach 
ing about Jesus Christ, my spirit does not stay in 
me, but it goes out to Jesus Christ; and when | 
hear about God, my spirit goes to God, and when 
I hear about heaven, my spirit goes up to heaven. 
It goes, and then it comes back, and Wen it goes 
again, and thus it continues to do.” When | 
questioned her a little more, she inquired with 
great earnestness, whether I did wot think she had 
two souls. She said, * lt seeins to me, that 1 have 
one good soul, and one bad one. One says, God 
is very good ; and it loves God, and prays to him, 
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and loves Jesus Christ, and loves preaching, and 
loves talk about good things. The other one says, 
it does no good to pray to God, and go to meeting, 
and keep the Sabbath.” 

On her return to Hawaii, she was taken dan- 
gerously ill. In this sickness she said, in view of 
death,—* I wish to suffer patiently the will of 
God. Ifit be his will, I have a desire to depart, 
and to be with him; then I shall be free from sin. 
Once I exceedingly feared death, but Christ has 
taken away its sting.” She recovered, but lost 
none of the fervency of her spirit. 

About a month after her sickness, she thus ad- 
dressed Mr. Ely, the missionary at Kaavaroa, ov 
the subject of man’s moral condition. “ The 
heavens and earth,” she said, “ the sun, moon and 
stars, the birds and fishes, the seas, mountains, 
vallies and rocks, all combine to praise the Lord. 
But where is man, poor, sinful, depraved man ? 
He is mute. God has given him a mouth, the 
vift of speech, and knowledge ; but man refuses 
to praise him. Astonishing depravity! They are 
most favored of the Lord, and still most rebell- 
ious. They can praise Satan; he is their God.” 
As she spoke, she wept. And then she added, 
“We are awfully depraved. We are justly the 
objects of the displeasure of God. We sliall stand 
speechless at the bar of God.” 

We now come to an event in her history, which 
has incidentally become matter of considerate 
notoriety: we mean, her descent into the great 
volcano of Hawaii. It should be remarked, that 
the natives have been found to entertain the most 
superstitious fears of that volcano, which is indeed 
one of the largest and most fearful in the world, 
They supposed that a goddess resided there, of 
immense power, and a must vindictive temper, 
and that whoever offended her would be destroyed. 
They therefore approached the volcano with awe, 
aud never without. peace-offerings; and no native 
was ever known to venture down into the crater, 
The missionaries had done it without experien- 
cing harm, but Kapiolani was the first native of 
the islands who dared to follow their example. 
In the spring of 1825, she crossed the island from 
Kaavaroa to a new missionary station on the 
northeastern shore, at a place now called Byron’s 
Bay, where Mr. Goodrich was residing. While 
jou her way, she was met by that missionary at the 
ivolcano. Perceiving in her attendants, and es- 
| ne ially in the people of that district, strong re- 
| mains of superstitious reverence for Pele, the sup- 
posed vulcanic deity, she determined to show her 
utter disbelief in the existence and power of such 
a goddess, by descending into the crater. When 
her determination was known, multitudes entreat- 
ed her to forbear, lest she should be de stroyed. 
But she answer d, “If bam destroyed, ihen you 
may all believe ia Pele; but if Tam not, then you 
must all turn to the palapala.” When near the 
crater, aman whose duty it was to feed Pele, by 
throwing berries, &c. into the volcano, entreated 
her to proceed no farther. “ Aud what,” said she, 
“will be the harm?” The man replied, * You 
will die by Pele.” She answered, “1 shall not 
die by your god; that five was kindled by my 
God.” The man was silent, and she went en- 
ward, descended the crater several honk feet, 
and there united with her atteadants oi prayer to 
Jehovah, the Almighty Ruler of the elements 
She also, in violation of immemorial supers 118 
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and usages, ate the berries consecrated to Pele, 
and threw stones into the crater. From that time 
the people in the neighborhood, seeing that she 
was not injured, pronounced Pele to be destitute 
of power. 

Kapiolani wes received into the church of Christ 
in the latter part of the year 1825. About that 
time she helped to establish a Missionary Society 
among her people at Kaavaroa, which contributed 
the first year, to the value of fifty dollars, in aid of 
the mission which had been estiblished amoung 
them. Considering all circumstances, this tnust 
be regarded as an instance of extraordinary liber. 
ality. 

It only remains to exhibit her character, as it 
was described by Mr. Ely in November 1826, a 
year after she was admitted to the fellowship of 
the church. Thisis the latest account of her which 
has been received. , 

“ Kapiolani,” Mr. Ely says, “is indeed a moth- 
er in Israet. No woman in the islands, probably, 
appears better than she; and perhaps there is no 
one who has so wholly given herself up to the in- 
fluence and obedience of the Gospel. [am never 
at a loss where to find her in any difficulty: she 
has a steady, firm, decided attachment to the Gos- 
pel, and a ready adherence to its precepts marks 
her conduct. Her house is fitted up in a very 
decent style, and is kept neat and confortable ; 
and her hands are daily employed in some useful 
work.” —Miss. Her. 


DEATH BY A SHARK. 


[The following is extracted from the Journal of Mr. 
Richards, Missionary at the Sandwich Islands, un- 
der date of June 14, 1826, and published in the 
Missionary Herald for April. 

At nine o'clock this morning, while sitting at my 
writing desk, I heard a simultaneous scream from 
multitudes of people, Pau ika meno! Pauikama 
no! (Death by a shark! Death by a shark!) The 
beach was instantly lined by hundreds of persons, 
and a few of the most resolute threw a large canoe 
into the water, and alike regardless of the shark, and 
the high rolling surf, sprang to the relief of their 
companion. It wastoo late. Theshark had already 
seized his prey. The affecting sight was only a few 
rods from my door, and while I stood watching, a 
large surf almost filled the canoe, and at the same 
instant a part of the mangled body was seen at the 
bow of the canoe, and the shark swimming towards 
it at her stern. When the swell had rolled by, the 
water wastooshallow for the shark to swim. The 
remains, therefore, were taken into the canoe, and 
brought ashore. The water was so much stained 
by the blood, that we discovered a red tinge in all 
the foaming rollers, as they approached the beach. 

The unhappy sufferer was an active lad about four- 
teen years old, who left my door only about half an 
bour previous to the fatal accident. I saw his moth- 
er in the extremity of her anguish plunge into the 
water, and swimming towards the bloody spot, en- 
tirely forgetful of the power of her former god. As 
she followed the remains to the house, Mrs. Richards 
and myself accompanied her and, endeavored to as- 
suage her grief. 

The particulars I found on inquiry to be these. A 
great number of people perhaps one hundred, were 
playing in the surf, which was higher than useal.— 
Those who were nearest to the victim heard him 
screech, and perceived bhimto strike with his right 
hand, end at the same instance saw a shark seize his 
arra. Then followed the cry which | heard, which 
‘echoed from one end of Lahania to the other. All 
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who were playing in the water made the utmost speed 
to the shore, and those who were standing on the 
beach saw the surf-board of the unhappy sufferer 
floating on the water, without any one to guide it. 
When the canoe reached the spot, they saw nothing 
but the blood, with which the water was stained for 
a considerable distance, and by which they traced 
the remains whither they had been caried by the 
shark, or driven by the swell. The body was cut in 
two by the shark, just above the hips, and the lower 
parts, together with (he right arm were gone. 

Many of the people connect this death with their 
old system of religion; for they have still a supersti- 
tious veneration for the shark, and this veneration 
is increased rather than diminished by such occur- 
rences as these. 

It is only about four months since a man was killed 
in the same manner at Waihee, on the eastern part 
of thisisland. It is said, however, that there are 
much fewer deaths by the shark than formerly. This 
perhaps may be owing to their not being so much fed 
by the people, and therefore do not frequent the 
shores so much. 
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PROTESTANTS IN FRANCE. 
Extracts of Correspondence continued from page 743. 
The circumstances of our second visit to Or- 

leans and Patay, &c. were must favorable and 
gratifying—at the commencement of the winter 
season we enjoyed the brightness and warmth of 
a vernal sun. Fine weather was almost necessa- 
ry to our progress in a country, where every league 
required an hour to perform it, even with post- 
horses. But we had to be thankful also for a re- 
straining and subduing power over the moral fac- 


ulties of man. We had received previous to our ~ 


journey many intimations, that the consecration 
of our rustic temples would not be affected with- 
out opposition both from the President of the Con- 
sistory, and the local authorities. On the contra- 
ry the President teceived Mr. W. with express- 
ions of the most paternal friendship, and urged 
him to arrange every thing agreeably to his own 
wishes, and even to provide him with an assistant 
who could perform duty at Orleans and in the 
country alternately. ‘The mayors of the two vil- 
lages, where he had to officiate, were also most 
complacent and even showed a zeal to give the 
sanction of their authority by their presence at 
our services. As we advanced through the little 
villages scattered over the plain of the Orlean- 
nois, it was easy to distinguish the Protestant in- 
habitants, who at the sound of our carriage pla- 
ced themselves at the doors and windows to greet 
us with a familar nod and complacent smile.—We 
had scarcely arrived at Patay and begun to take 
some refreshment, when we received a message to 
say that when we were prepared the friends would 
be most happy to receive us. We concluded 
that this was an invitation froin the Elders of the 
churches to converse on the secular affairs of the 
buildings. As we approached the widow’s house 
where our first Christian intercourse was held 
last year, we heard the voice of a reader; and we 
found that these lively, spiriual people were oc- 
cupying their attention and edifying their hearts 
with the Scriptures of eternal truth, till we could 
join them. Our entrance was scarcely an inter- 
ruption; for we were barely seated, when one of 
them said in the most respectful manner, Sir, 
when you came in, we were reading a chapter 
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of God’s Holy Word, if you please we wil! finish 
it. “Certainly.” When it was finished, Mr. 
W. took the book from the hand of the reade:, 
and expounded itto them. It was the 10th of 
Romans. At the close of this service, instead of 
proceeding as might have been expected to the 
subject most interesting to thei, one of the el 

ders proposed the case of a paralytic bother, who 
was absolutely reduced toa small allowance of 
bread daily. A. cotlection was instantly made, 
among those members present. When a second 
elder, whose physiognomy might bave been clas 

sed with the first portraits of our early Puritans, 
observed, “ Our dear brother should not be depen- 
dant on casual charity. I suggest therefore, that 
as we are six churches in communion, we should 
raise each 10 sous a week, to add to his comforts. 
The winter season is at hand, his limbs will want 
the warmth of fire. I engage to fetch him wood 
from the forest free of cost.” This trait shews at 
once the simplicity, benevolence and purity ef this 
little flock of our Father’s kingdom. 

When it was announced to them that our Eng- 
lish friends had enabled us to purchase for them a 
large barn at 5000 francs, it was remarkable to 
perceive the genuine gratitude to God, excited by 
the communication, Not one word of human 
commendation ; not a breath of French compli- 
ment. All was the language of humility, depend- 
ance and praise. 

The first chapel to be opened for public worship 
was at Gaubert, two leagues from Patay. As we 
were very long performing this distance, although 
drawn by four strong plough horses, aud with two 
elders as postillions, we had time to observe the va- 
rious groups moving over the plain towards our lit- 
ve hill of Zion. We looked out with affeciionate 
curiosity to descry the humble temple of our God. 

At length it was to be distinguished, not by any 
steeple, dome or tower, but by a high chimney, at 
once asserting its Own pnpretencing form, as also 
that the spirit of religious persecution stilt existed. 
For this chimney was placed in the edifice, that 
in case of resistance from the unfriendly powers, 
it might be easily converted into cottages. The 
chapel is calculated to seat 400, but it was far too 
small to receive the number of attendants on this 
occasion. One whole village of Catholics had re. 
quested to know the day of service, that they 
might all be present. There were also about 30 
infants brought tobe baptized, the parents being 
very desirous to have their children become mem 
be» of the visible church, on sush a memorable 
day. Never hefore had any of them possessed a 
temple for their God and Saviour, and the ma- 
jority of these villagers had never before even seen 
such a building. 

M. Granpierre, from Paris, preached from 
these words; “I am determined to know nothing, 
&c.” A sermon calculated to i:npress and edify 
the multitudes assembled. Before the chapel 
had filled, a circumstance occurred which gave 
me a sympathy with this people quite peculiar. 
A savage, shabby looking object sauntered into 
the place, and made towards the pulpit. He had 
on an old uniform, with a long sword which 
struck on the pavement at every step as he ad- 
vanced. I perceived a seusation of terror pass 
through the persons near me, as they turned 
away their faces and held down their hands, 
whispering, “‘ Le Garde champetre!” Ithen ex- 
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amined this cadaverous wretch, who had more 
than once dispersed the assemblies of our friends, 
and during the erection of their temple bad cou 
unvally taunted them with * You may build bur 
you shall mever occupy.” His face was the in- 
dex of a malicious heart, and his sardonic susile, 
marked the satisfaction he had in exciting a ter- 
ror he was too impatient to realize. [ was 
thankful to see him brought as i were in fetters, 
to hear the gospel with its awful and delightful 
sanctions. A generous repast was provided for 
us, and the notables of the congregated church- 
es. Qur return to Patay to open the large barn, 
was as prompt as possible. Our ride back was 
sweetly interesting. The conversation to be 
overheazd among these companies of the faithful, 
was the most gratifying. Mr. W. walked about 
a league with them, and he said it was wonder- 
fulto listen to their remarks, as they talked to- 
gether of the things of the kingdom of Chirist. 
During this walk, Mr. W. made acquaintance 
with an old woman upwards of 60 yearsof age, 
who had walked 27 milesto be preseat at this 
ceremony. She lives at a very distant village, 
where out of 400 inhabitants, only 13 are Pro. 
testants. But these few meet together every 
Sabbath for prayer and reading the scriptures. 
They have never been visited more than once by 
any Christian friend or stranger. She had heard 
that her brethren of these villages were about to 
have places of worship, and she with an old man 
at whose house they meet on the Sabbath, deter- 
mined to come over and enjoy the solemnity. 
She was born a Catholic, and was converted by 
means of a New Testament, met with accidental! y. 
She had never heard but two sermonsin her life. 
I afterwards questioned her, how she could unter- 
take sucha journey? She replied, with a singe- 
lar naivete, “ What is it, when the religion of 
Jesus Christ is concerned? Nothing, nothing 
atall.” Do you feel then that the exceliency of 
the knowledge of the truth is above all things? 
“Ovyes. I feel that Christ has done so much for 
me, that I could renounce all things for him. 
Yes, O my God, all, all for thee.” Since her re- 
turn home, this isolated Christian has formed a 
Bible Association in her village, and sent 25 
franes as the first contribution. This was not a 
solitary instance of persons, and Protestants par- 
ticn'arly, coming from great distances to this 
inauguration to intreat for religious instruction 
for their families and neighbors, who are deprived 
of every means of social edification. Indeed we 
hecame of opinion that it is absolutely necessary 
to provide an evangelist, who can be continually 
ov horseback to make touis among these scatter- 
ed but well disposed Protestants. For wheaever 
alittle meeting can be held, the Cat! 
them in numbers. 

The mayor of Patay, who | 
barn for the winter, had the n removed from 
the centre, to give us space for celebrating the 
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worship of God there—-to setve as a precedent 
and as an historical fact to prove its destriation, 
A very large congregation was within ood with- 
out the barn, to hear the word of Gol preached 
The principal inhabitants and persy office 
attended—the mayor said, go ove ea to 
such doctrine, for it was the werg tre ‘1. 
Grandpierre preached from, “oto whom com 
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and inthe evening, although much fatigued, we 
were constrained to hold a third meeting, and 
have again a baptism. These good folks are 
never wearied, or even satisfied to fullness 
with Christian fellowship and Christian conver- 
sation. 


SCENES IN LOUISIANA. 


The following extracts from the journal ofa Meth- 
odist minister, whose circuit was in the south- 
western part of Louisiana, are copied from the 
N. Y. Christian Advocate. 


Thursday, Dec. 2.—The scenery, all this day, 
was delightful. The immense prairies of Opelou- 
sas and Attakapas, and the still more extensive 
meadows to the west, may be called the American 
Sahara. But how different in appearance the 
sich grassy plains of America, to the dry parched 
sands of Africa. ‘These wide savannas bear the 
most striking resemblance to the ocean ; when in 
them you readily fancy yourself at sea, for the eve 
may travel in almost any direction, without meet- 
ing any object but sky and grass; and if you see 
the far distant woods, they have the appearance 
of a high beach beautifully indented with coves 
and harbors. The vast herds of catile scattered 
over them, afford one of the most grateful pros- 
pects in nature. From a small eminence you 
may behold thousands of horses, cows, and other 
domestic animals, spread over this interminable 
mead, in every direction, grazing on a sea of plen. 
ty. And nearly as numerous were the former 
herds of deer and buffalo, before the white men 
hunted them and their owners from these lovely 
savannas. At certain seasons of the year, this 
Neteyogeneous herd will embody for self-defence, 
against the common and formidable enemy, the 
musquito. I have seen seven or eight thousand 
closely pressed together, and remain so for hours, 
till urgent Kunger drove them asunder for food. 
In passing these natural meadows, you will often 
Start up the timid deer, which, at sight of the an- 
frequent passenger, will bound off till he loses 
himself from you in the high distant grass, The 
wolf too may be seen here, but no longer lank and 
lean, among the numerous fawns and lambs. The 
herdmen, who are generally excellent horsemen, 
and admirably skilled in casting a rope, will fre 
quently bend their fleet steeds after those wolves, 
and run them down, or take them around the neck 
with a slipping knot. ° 

Friday, 3d.—Reached Opelousas, an inland 
village of about one hundred houses, containing a 
court house, academy, and Catholic church. The 
inhabitants are mostly Catholic French, among 
whom the Sabbath is regarded as a day of amuse- 
ment, or extra business. Next Sabbath, advertise- 
wents announce a public auction iv an American 
store. So, it seems, Protestant America teaches 
Catholic France morality. How few have mind 
or principle to govern them! Qne said, he could 
not afford himself a good conscience, in his 
present circumstances.” ‘Thus many, not so can 
did as he, will sell it and every principle, for me- 
ney or good favor. 

Wednesday, 8th.—Preached yesterday to about 
forty-five French and Americans. More would 
have attended, had it not been for a race out in 
the plain. Rode home with . At supper 
had pork, ash-cake and coffee. Lodged with the 

ajiiidren. My cloak pays double duty—defends 





Scenes in Louisiana.—Early Religious Teaching. 


{Arai 


me by day from the rain, and by night keeps me 
warm. It isa shame for people to be so poor in 
this rich country. 

Monday, 13th.—Called on some French per- 
sons and spoke to them about their souls, as well 
as I could, in their own language; and read to 
those who desired it, portions of the French Tes- 
tament, which I find most of them unable to do 
for theinselves. 

In the afternoon called at a French gentleman’s 
to inquire the way. In the true spirit of southern 
hospitality, he would not let me go till I had taken 
some refreshment. Learning that I was a minis- 
ter, or an American priest, as the French call me, 
he was still more desirous to treat me with atten- 
tion. My horse was stripped and fed, and every 
step of the servants quickened to prepare the din- 
ner. That the time might not appear to me 
tedious, | was invited into the parlor, and having 
called his two daughters, he came in with a fiddle, 
seated himself by my side, and began to play, and 
the young ladies to dance, for my amusement. I 
could not but treat the principles of friendship 
with respect, though he had so grea‘ly mistaken 
the manner of showing it. At my inquiry in re- 
lation to the education of his daughters, he discov- 
ered that he had not taken the best method to 
entertain, and was not a little mortified ; however, 
he apologized that it was the manner iv which he 
entertained his own priest, and that it was the eti- 
quette of the country. After this blunder, the 
conversation took a more serious turn, and I pre- 
sented him with a fine copy of the New Testa- 
tient in French. 

While in the parlor, I discovered a colored 
girl of about ten years of age, who, iu passing, 
looked several times very wishfully towards me. 
Finding an opportunity, when her master and 
mistress were absent, she came to me, her eyes 
swimming in tears, and asked me about her moth- 
er; she, poor child, supposing because I spoke 
English, that I must be from the same place in 
which she was taken from her mother. When I 
told her that [I did not know her, her spirits at 
once sunk. From all that I could learn, she had 
been raised in some genteel family in Virginia, 
and had been sold fiom her mother when about 
seven years of age, toa negro trader, by whom 
she had been brought to this country, and disposed 
of again to the French. I tried to console her, 
-and tell her of the Lord, but on sight of her mis- 
tress she flew to her work. Now, this is only one 
instance of that System of cruelty, which has been 
practised in this country for more than a century. 
Oh, cursed love of gold, by which every bond of 
consanguinity has been broken! Children have 
been wrested from their mothers, husbands from 
their wives, and wives from their husbands. Those 
whom God has joined together have bgen separa> 
ted by man. 

** Is there not some hidden curse, 

Some chosen thunder, in the stores of heaven, 
Red with ancommon wrath, to blast the wretch 
Who gains his fortune at the price of souls !"’ 





EARLY RELIGIOUS TEACHING. 


The following interesting remarks are selected 
from a volume, entitled,“* Remains of N. A. Haven, 
Esq," Jately published. We know nothing of the 





theologica] opinions of the author. The remarks 
we extract are yaluable in themselves, aud are tayen 
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from an address to Sunday School teachers, deliv- 
eredat Portsmouth, N. H. in the month of April, 
1823. 


Necessity of awakening attention.—In com- 
mencing the religious education of a child, our 
first objeect should be to awaken his attention ; till 
this be effected, all other labours are useless.— 
The ground must be prepared ; the soil must be 
stirred up and loosened, before the seed can be 
east in, with any hope of vegetation. While the 
mind of a child is sluggish and inert—while his 
thoughts are roving and unfixed—we can do 
nothing, we can say nothing that will make any 
permanent impression. And here lies the grand 
difficulty of our employment, as we have all expe- 
rienced. How then is the mind of a child to be 
excited ? What instruments within our reach are 
of sufficient force to break the clod and lay it open 
to the sun? An attnetive observation of the 
habits of children in the intercourse of common 
life, would probably suggest an answer. Cril- 
dren are always engaged with the pursuits and 
occupations of men. They delight to watch their 
parents in their daily employments, and to imitate 
their labours. One great cause of the repugnance 
which children generally feel to schools and learn- 
ing, is, that schools and learning are for children 
only. Men and women are engaged in active 
employments ; and while children are at school, a 
broad line of distinction is drawn between them 
and the rest of community. Hence they are im- 
patient of instruction. They long to pass over 
the line, and to mingle in the cares and pursuits 
that engage the attention of those who are above 
them. This principle of imitation we may turn 
to good account. _ We must be in earnest ourselves. 
The pursuit of religious knowledge, and the ac- 
quisition of religious habits, must be a part of onr 
daily employments. MWe must strive and labour, 
if we would prompt them to exertion. If, in all 
that we say and do, we show a deep conviction of 
the importance of religion, they will gradually 
learn to think it important. But our religion must 
not be a languid repetition of serious thoughts 
and solemn phrases. Children judge more from 
the eye and the tone of voice, than from the words. 
If we do not feel ourselves, we can never make 
them feel. 

Necessity of gaining the affections —We must 
win the affection of the child; we must acquire 
his confidence. Instruction must come with the 
smile of friendship, not the sternness of author- 
ity. Ido not mean that decorum and dignity 
should not be preserved ; that order should not 
be enforced ; that improper familiarities should | 
not be repressed ;—for al! this is consistent with 
the most perfect confidence and love: but the 
child should feel that he is under the control of a 
friend ; he should be persuaded that you take an 
interest in his welfare ; that you are anxious for 
bis improvement ; that you are affectionately, and 
zealously, and perseveringly labouring for his 
benefit. As soon as you have produced this con 
viction, your point is gained. Children are nat 
urally open and confiding ; and they will scarcely 
attempt to conceal their thoughts and emotions 
from those whom they thus know to be their 
triends. 

If you have been so happy as to succeed thus 
fur; if you bave excited the attention and 


faring brethren, | feel for you all. 





gained the confidence of your pupil, the way is 
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prepared for direct religious instruction. I do not 
mean that no religious instruction should be given, 
till you are certain the mind is awakened and af- 
fections won: but I mean that no direct religious 
iustruction can be given with much hope of suc- 
cess, tillthese objects are effected; and, there- 
fore, that all our exertions should at first be di- 
rected to the attainment of these objects. 

The essential principles of Christianity are few, 
plain and simple. It was the peculiar blessing of 
the poor, in the time of our Saviour, that to them 
the gospel was preached. It therefore contained 
nothing beyond their apprehension. They were 
not perplexed with metaphysical subtleties, and 
nice distinctions, aud elaborate creeds. They 
were taught their duties in plain precepts or en- 
gaging parables; and the sanetions of religion, 
the rewards and punishments annexed to the per- 
formance or neglect of their duties, were placed 
before them, under striking figures indeed, but in 
amanner too plain to be misunderstood, Our 
Saviour and his apostles gave their instructions, 
adapted always to the circumstances and charac- 
ter, and even the local situation of those whom 
they addressed. They constantly took advantage 
of present objects, and passing events, to asso- 
ciate religious truth with the common affairs of 
life. It was the fowls of the air, and the lil- 
ies of the field, that were to inspire confidence in 
God ; it was the well of Samaria, under a sultry 
sky, that suggested the fountain of living wat- 
ers, “of which, whosoever drinketh shall never 
thirst ;” it was the [sthmian games that were to 
teach the Corinthians the value of persevering 
energy. Moral truth that is thus associated with 
natural objects, or with human actions of frequent 
recurrence, is rarely forgotten, It becomes a 
subject of daily thought, and is wrought into the 
very texture of the mind. It should therefore be 
our aim, in the instruction we give to children to 
imitate our own great Instructer. We should 
teach them as he taught us, 





From the New-York Observer. 
BETHEL RECORDS IN NEW-YORK. 


April 15, 1828.—At one of our meetings, the mate 
of a ship, the first time he was ever with us, rose and 
said: ‘‘ It is impossible for me to describe my feelings. 
Thirty days ago, the Lord visited me with his Holy 
Spirit, aud arrested me in my awful career of ruin, 
Yes, thirty days ago, he opened my eyes to see the 
awful situation in which sin had placed me. My heart 
was so melted, J was constrained to cry to God for 
mercy. This I did twice, without any alteration in 
my feelings. I then prostrated inyself the third time 
at the throne of grace, and in a few minutes the Lord 
opened my eyes, and melted my heart. From that 
hour my love has been increased to that degree, that 
ten thousand werlds would not induce me to live as I 
have for the past 25 years. ! have been the vilest of 
sinners all my life, disregarding the principles of re- 
ligion. For 13 years out of 25, 1 have followed the 
Ocean, and was going on to eternal ruin. O my sea- 
Whether ashore 
or on the Ocean, | shall now be anxious for your sal- 
vation. If you scoff at me now or hereafter, | shall 
pray for you when at the leeward of the boat, or at 
the end of the windlass, that the Lord will bring you 
into the family of Christ. With some of you present 
I have traversed the Ocean in company, and we have 
agreed in being profane, and disregarding any thing 
that had the appearance of religion. My dear ship- 
mates, we have all gone long enough in the way te 
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eternal ruin. Let us now shift our course, and take 
that which will carry us safe to the port of eternal 
rest. We must still get our living by traversing the 
seas. Let us carry the Gospel of Christ in our hands 
and hearts, that we may lean upon him as the beloved 
of our souls. ‘This evening I have crossed the ferry 
from Brooklyn to this meeting. It makes my heart 
rejoice to sce so many seamen here, and such an anx- 
ious desire in prayer for the salvation of our precious 
and immortal souls. Let us all unite in humble sup- 
plication to Almighty God.” Evgaged in prayer. 

A seamen then rose and said, “‘ My conscience has 
often tortured me for being such a sinner,—but never 
so much as lately. And what ! have heard this eve- 
ning, has made me feel as I never felt before. What 
must J] do to be saved’? | am a dreadfully wicked fel- 
low. I know I bave a glorious Redeemer, ready and 
willing to take me from the voyage to ruin. 1! hope 
the Lord will visit me as he has my dear shipmate, and 
enable me to pray and obtain his divine presence and 
the operation of his Holy Spirit, that | may steer a 
course to the mansions of glory. Odo pray for me, 
for 1 am in a deploraple situation. O Lord, have 
mercy on me!” Sat down in tears. 

At one of our meetings three seamen were present 
vith us for the first time. One of them rose and 
said, “‘I have lately felt unwilling to speak a profane 
word, or hear any of my shipmates do it. These feel- 
ings have increased for several days, wnich made me 
anxious to come to this meetir. where the Lord has 
seen fit in his infinite goodness to increase my anx- 
ious desireto be saved.’’ Sat down and wept. Another 
said, ‘‘ 1] have lately been exposed to death in a wreck 
on the Ocean. I then thought I was a dreadfully wicked 
fellow, and not fit to goto heaven. The third day we 
were taken off the wreck and saved from death. My 
anxious desire has increased to be saved from sin, 
and brought imto the family of Christ, who is my pre- 
cious Saviour, and never to be separated from him 
one moment in this world or the world to come.” 
Wept, and took his seat. 

The other expressed himself as follows: “I have 
been exposed to death and hell. Glory be to thy ho- 
ly name, that thou hast lately opened my eyes to see 
my awful situation, and invited me by thy Holy Spir- 
it to accept the ofiers of mercy treasured up in my 
gtorious Redeemer. O thou art a precious Saviour to 
me aml many of my shipmates, inviting us to lean up- 
on thee as the beloved of our souls. O Lord, help us 
to serve thee in this delightfal employment, and nev- 
er be deprived of thy Holy Spirt. May we always 
be under the operation of that grace which will make 
us wise unto salvation, and be permitted to live in thy 
presence throughout the ceaseless ages of eternity.” 

C. PRINCE. 





From the N. Y. Observer. 
THE SABBATH. 


A considerable number of gentleiwnen from different 
parts of the County of Greene, having assembled on 
the 8th inst. at the village of Catskill, to attend the 
anniversary of the Greene County Bible Society, it 
was proposed, after that Society had adjourned, that 
a meeting should be convened in the evening, to take 
into consideration such measures as might be sugges- 
ted to promote the observance of the Sabbath day. 

Nearly all the gentlemen from the neighboring 
towns who had attended the meeting of the Bible So- 
ciety, together with a number of the citizens of Cat- 
skill, accordingly assembled in the evening, at the 
Lecture roomof the Presbyterian Church. The meet- 
ing was organized by the appointment of the Rev. 
Seth Williston, of Durham, as Chairman, and Benja- 
min W. Dwight as Secretary ; and the following Pre- 
amble and Resolutions were passed with great unani- 


The Sabbath.—From the African Colony. 
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become an evil of alarming magnitude ; and whereas 
we deem it a duty which the friends of morality ang 
religion owe to God, to themselves, their children, 
and the community at large, to exert themselves with 
vigor and perseverance to promote a more respectfu! 
observance of that holy day : 

Resolved, That the measures which have been re. 
cently adopted in Rochester, Auburn, Utica, and A). 
bany, with reference to this subject, meet our entire 
approbatien and merit our cordial support. 

Resolred, That we deem it the duty of the friends 
of morality and religion throughout our whole land, 
to make a great national effort in behalf of the same 
desirable object. 

Resolved, That we will cheerfully co-operate with 
the friends of the Sabbath in other parts of our coun- 
try to discourage the violation of the Lord’s day. 

Resolved, That we will scrupulously avoid travel. 
ling by land, or water, on the Sabbath, except in 
cases of necessity or mercy. 

Resolved, That if a line of Steam-boats should be 
established to run between New-York and any place 
on the Hudson, as far north as Catskill, which shall 
refrain from sailing on the Sabbath, we will, under 
all ordinary circumstances, encourage such line of 
Boats, and exert ourselves to influence others to do 
the same: And that in our freighting business we wil! 
give the preference to such vessels as conform to the 
spirit of the foregoing resolutions. 

Resolved, That we approve of the suggestion of 
forming a general Society to promote the observance 
of the Sabbath, and that if a meeting should be held 
for that purpose in the city of New-York, at the ensu- 
ing anniversaries, the Rev. Seth Williston, Rev. Da- 
vid Porter, D. D., Orrin Day, and David Baldwin, 
Esqrs. be a committee to attend such meeting. 

Resolved, That the foregoing resolutions be signed 
by the Chairman and Secretary, and published in the 
Catskill newspapers, and in the N. Y. Observer. 

SETH WILLISTON, Chairman. 

B. W. DWIGHT, Secretary. * 


FROM THE AFRICAN COLONY. 
Captain Philips, arrived at Norfolk on Mon- 
day in charge of the schooner retas, of Port- 
land from Cape Messurado, whence she sailed 
26th Jan. reports that the Colony was ina very 
thriving state, and thatthey were Gaily extending 
their commercial transactions. During the time 
the Aretas remained there she losi all her officers, 
viz. Captain Dominicus Jordan, who died on 
the 5th September. Francis Colby, , 1st mate, 
27: Angnst; Thomas Davy, 2d mate, 5th Sep- 
tember: James Chadburn, Seaman, 25th Aug- 
ust: .Vuthaniel Cole, do. 30th August, and Hugh 
M’Neil, 1st Seprember—all cf fever incident to 
strangers visiting the climate.—-Daily Advertiser. 

The schr. General Geddes, three days from 
Key West, arrived at St. Augustine on the 1th 
March, with 118 Africans in custody, of the 
Marshal, being the same which in December 
last were taken from the wreck of the slave brig 
Guerro. 





The Bible Cause.—On the 1st inst. the Bible 
Society of Virginia held its 15th aonual meeting 
in Richmond. At that meeting they resolved— 
“That relying upon the divine blessing, and with 
the aid of our auxiliary and sister societies in the 
State of Virginia, this society pledges itself to do 
its utmost to supply every destitute family in the 
State with a copy of the Scriptares, within two 








mity. 
Whereas the profanvation of the Sabbath day has 


vears from this time.” Thus another State is in 
one sense brought within the resolution which 
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tooks forward to a complete supply. It appears, 
‘however that this society is small, and does not 
comtemplate effecting the object throughout the 


) State, until many other Societies shall adopt the 
) «ame resolution and come to their aid. 


Wants of Western Virginia.—A lady in Wythe 


county, who had been employed in distributing 


bibles, writes thus to a gentleman in Philadelphia 
\—*My sympathy was excived by a discovery of 
the famine which prevails in this country. It is 


thought that more than one third of the popula- 


tion of Western Virginia are destitute of the holy 


» scriptures.” —Vis. and Tel. 








_ The late Turkish Manifesto by which the Ottoman 


Porte has declared its determination for war, in di- 
"rect contempt of the intervention of the Allied Pow- 
_ ers, has confirmed the fears of some, and yet filled 
_every one with surprise and regret. The warlike 
_ preparations which have been for a long time an- 
nounced, have naturally led to this suspicion, but few 
_who have reflected upon the necessarily exhausted 
state of their tributaries have thought that they had 
temerity enough for such a step—and indeed it is now 

thought that there is not so much meant by this Mani- 

festo as has been made of it. Butthe act whether it 

be an affirmative declaration of war or not, is an im- 
| portant feature in the “‘ signs of our times,”’ and not to 

be contemplated without deep interest by any one. 
' Particularly is it interesting to the friends of the 
_ Church of Christ, and all friendly to the advancement 
of intelligence, and order, and happiness among their 
tpecies. The struggle is between Despotism and Lib- 
erty—between Vandal ignorance, superstition, and 
lust, and the Gospel of light and peace. At least, by 
alittle anticipation and forestalling of events, it is 
easily resolved into that. Itis then, an all-important 
question with every philanthropist and christian, to 
what extent the enlightened Powers of Europe are to 
be concerned in the final adjustment, of the contest. 
According precisely, to the stand which they take as 
umpires in the establishment of order, will be the pro- 
fection which their countenance and authority will 
rive to the introduction of the Gospel of truth. Their 
sited word has gone forth with solemnity, (though 
vell-nigh too late to have saved any thing but their 
credit,) and been followed up by acts, from which they 
cannot retract however hypocritically they may la- 
ment them, that they will put an end to these mon- 
itrous egressions—that they will no longer behold 
‘ith inaction a sister pation—the 

*‘Clime of the unforgotten brave— 

( Still) Freedom's home, or Glory’s grave !”’ 
couverted into a human slaughter-house, and that too 
by the old, insolent, relentless scourge of Christians. 

Christians should never act, nor talk warlike, ex- 
cept in defence of liberty and life. If the Turk whose 
only terms are slavery, violation and massacre, does 
hotinake out such a case, there can be none. But 
bth alternatives, it is still to be hoped—may be avoid- 

































The Turkish Manifesto.—Mr. Hawes’ Lectures. 763 


ed by the intervention of the three sovereigns. It is 
said, that the Manifesto which apparently offers them 
war, was not intended for their eye, but meant rather, 
to make an impression on the various subjects of the 
Porte, to ensure their support in the defensive warfare 
expected to ensue. ' 

What interest we should have as Christians in the 
agency which civilized Europe may assume in the 
restoration of peace, may be gathered from the fol 
lowing extract from this Manifesto. 

“It was at different times proposed tothe Sublime 
Porte no longer to interfere with the affeirs of the 
Greeks, but to give them a form of independent gov- 
ernment; to separate them altogether from the Mus- 
sulmen; to establish among them a chief, as in Wal- 
lachia and Moldavia; and to grant them their liberty, 
on condition of an annual tribute. Such, nearly, were 
the vain proposals that were made. As it is evident, 
that this pretence of liberty tended to nothing else, 
which, may heaven forbid! than to make fall into the 
hands of the Infidels the whole of those countries in 
Europe and Asia, where the Greeks were mixed with 
the Mussulmen—to place by degrees the Rayahs in 
the place of the Ottomans, and the Ottomans in the 
place of the Rayahs—to cenvert perhaps, our Mosques 
into Churches, and to ring beils within them; ina 
word, to annihilate Islamism with ease and prompti- 
tude ; neither reason, nor law, nor policy, nor religion, 
could admit of such proposals veing accepted.”’ 


MR. HAWES’ LECTURES. 


The five Lectures to young men which were deliy- 
ered by Rev. Mr. Hawes %f Hartford, first in that 
place and afterwards in this city by solicitation of 
several clergymen, have just been issued from the 
press—at the united request of the Young Gentlemen 
of both cities. The volume is so executed as to com- 
bine the two important objects of cheapness and ex- 
cellence. The next important end is that they be ex- 
tensively and thoughtfully read—and if it be not at- 
tained it will be from an ignorance of its contents. 
Our thoughts upon the excellence and usefulness of 
these discourses were expressed itrthe day and time 
of their delivery—and a perusal of the volume has 
only given a new occasion of confirming them. No 
young man who is willing to accept of kind counsel 














kindly given, and who will be honest with himself, can 
rise from a perusal of these Lectures, without being 
either very much better, or very much worse than be- 
fore. They consist of practical precepts, and father- 
ly counsel about the business and conduct of life, 
written by a man who intended inthe sincerity of 
his heart, if his hearers would, to do them good. 
And those who will not unclose their hearts to such 
a motive, or who having given the motive a welcome, 
will contrive to elude the pertinence and good-sense 
with which these truths are brought home to their bo- 
soms, cannot lay claim to m:ch of the common cau- 
dour and ingenuousness of youth. 

The titles of the several! Lectures are as follows — 
“Claims of Society on Young Men’—" Dangers of 
Young Men”—‘“Importance of Established Princi- 
ples’’—*‘ Formation and [mporijauce of Character’’-— 
* Religion the Chief Concern.” 





The Legislature of New-York have appropriated 
the sum of $800 per annum, for the support of a 
Chaplain to the State Prison at Mount-Pleasant. 
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RELIGIOUS ANNIVERSARIES. 


The New-York Observer has the following list of 
the principal Anniversaries, about to be celebrated in 
New-York and Philadelphia. 


Bomd of Baptist General Convention for Foreign 
Missions— Wednesday, 30th of April, at the meeting- 
house in Olive-sireet. 

New-York Sunday School Union—Tuesday, May 
6th, Children assemble at Castle Garden+3 o'clock 
P. M. Addresses and Report at 7 o'clock. 

American Tract Society—Wednesday, May 7th, 10 
o'clock A. M. 

American Home Missionary Sociely—Wednesday, 
May 7th, 7 o'clock P. M. 

Suwon Bible Society—Thursday, May 8th, 10 
o’clock A: M. 

American Education Society—Thursday, May 8th, 
7 o'clock P. M. 

American Jews Sociely—F riday , May 9th, 100’clock 
A. M. 

General Assembly of the Presbyterian Church— 
at Philadelphia, Thursday, May 15th, 11 o’clock A. 
M. 

General Synod of the Dutch Reformed Church--- 
at Philadelphia, Wednesday, June 4th, 10 o’clock 
A. M. 

American Sunday School Union--in Rev. Dr. Wil- 
son’s Church, Philadelphia, Tuesday, May 20th, 4 
o'clock P. M. 

TF Clergymen visiting the city during the ap- 
proaching Anniversaries are requested to call at Wr. 
John P. Haven’s Bookstore, in the American Tract 
Building, where they will be directed to places of ac- 
commodation provided fag them by the hospit: ality of 
our citizens. 





For the Relicious Titellicencer. 
: _ 


Mr. Epitor,—In your last number | saw a piece 
entitled, ‘“ Sabbath rs. Sunday,” in which an attempt 
is made, as has often been done before, to show that 
the word Sunday ought to be discarded. What rea- 
sons does the writer give for this? First, God hath | 
given a specific name to the day of rest. | assert, we 
have no evidence of that fact. Undoubtedly God gave 
it some name which signified, day of rest; but we 
have no evidence that this name was Sabbath. Sab- 
bath is a Hebrew word. But have we any evidence 
that the Hebrew was used at the time the Sabbath 
was instituted? not a particle. We have no evidence 
that the Hebrew was used before the tine of Moses 


or Job; or till after the confusion of languuges at Ba- | 
bel, two thousand years after the Sabbath was insti- | 
tnted. Sabbath is the Hebrew w ord to describe the |} 
thing, or the portion of time set apart by God, and | 


can have no more to do with the original name given 


by God, than the English Day of rest. Moses wrote | 


in the language i in common use at his time, and used 
such words as were incommon use. He used Sab- 


of God, because Sabbath in Hebrew means day of 


rest. He used the name becau s ~* : , : 
e because it was significant of .| oie article of paper, which must be met pie- 


the thing ; for the same reason that he used aor for 
light. We have just as much reason to say that God 
gave the name aor to the light, and that therefore we | 


must call light aor and not call it light, because God | 


hath given a specific name (o it, as we have to call the 


day of rest Sabbath. All that God has specified is the r 


ey or position of time ; and all that he regards i 
the due observance of the day, call it by what nan 
you please. All the objections there ever can be iv | 
any name, arises from association, and if the wo 
Sunday produces any such effect let it be discarded 
If any teacher of a Sunday School is troubled with 


the thoughts saggested by association, that he is train: 
ing immortals to the worship of the Sun, then let it be | 


discarded. But till such is the fact, I can see no pos- 
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sible objection to the use of the word Sunday.  ,, 
again, the writer says itis a heathen word denotiy, 
the day on which they worshipped the Sun. If ther, 

is any danger that we by retaining the name shial! 4), 
so become worshippers of the Sun let us discard ¢), 
word; if not, | can see no good reason for not retaiy. 
ing it. If the use of the word Sunday leads to no im. 
moral practices, no objection of any weight can ty» 
urged against it. Sunday isa genuine English wor) 
and Sabbath is not. Its heathen origin can be no ob. 
jection to it, for almost the whole of our language j; 
of heathen origin. 

Our word Lord was taken from heathen use and 
applied to the Supreme Being. Is there any danger 
of our becoming heathen from the use of it? So the 
words worship, Church and almost all our words de. 
noting sacred objects are of heathen origin, and ij 
we knew to what use many of them were anciently ap. 
plied, we should be more surprised at their preseut 
use, than we are at the use of the word Sunday. |i 
the reasonings of the writer were valid against the 
word Sunday, we should be obliged to give up a great 
part of our language and learn a new one, and then 
perhaps it would still want pruning, unless we conli 
fabricate an entirely new language. If it were ne. 
cessary, [ might go into an elaborate argument on th 
subject to remove the innocent prejudices of some « 
iy well-wishing brethren, but who have on this sub- 
ject more zeal than knowledge; but I trust that 
every candid mind will be satisfied by these few hints 
that it matters not what names we give to sacred 
things, provided we make the right use of them. An 
arguments to enforce the right observance of Sunda, 
or the Sabbath, | consider more important, than argu- 
ments in support of mere names. G. 5. P. 








PECUNIARY WANTS OF THE AMERI- 
| CAN TRACT SOCIETY. 

i sv the special smiles of Divine Providence on 
| this [nstitation, it has almost a Nation’s wants ( 

meet, while in tts infaney and having had little 
time to accumulate pecuniary strength. Very 
large expenses have been necessarily incurred fur 
stereotype plates, paper and printing, in order to 
| proyide a snitable supply of Tracts for the Gener- 
| i} Depository, to meet the wants of Auxiliaries 
and others who wish to purchase, and send gratu- 
litous supplies to the destitute. But the Commit- 
|tee have felt, that they must go forward, and at- 
lemmpt to meet these wants; trusts ig in God, 
through the liberality of his children, for the ne- 
cessary pecuniary means. Proceeding on this 
principle, they have hitherto been able, with such 





aid as members of the committee have, from time 
to time, personally given, to meet all the Society's 
obligations; thongh we beheve there has at no 


time within the last ten months. been funds enous’ 
fi 


lin the Treasury lo meet the current cxpenses of iva 
bath for the day of the week set apart for the worship | 


weeks. : 
The Society is now under obligation for the 


vious tothe 20thof May, to the amount of 3), 
504 42. This with the other expenses of the 5v- 
ciety up to that period, will demand the prom: 
» operation of the friends of the cause, Andi 
sone be discomaged. Let Christians do th 
‘uty, dnd © the Lord will provide.” Every pens 
ontributed, let it also be remembered, will seu 

ith one of these messages of salvation; every 
tollar, one hundred ; every twenty ‘dollars, t¥° 
‘housand ; to meetin some small degree the mor 
| wants of the 12 000,000 of our country. 

The Auxiliaries of the Society are especial’ 
‘requested to remit such funds as may be in thes 
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yreasury. No funds should lie unemployed, 
when so mush needed. The season of the Anni. 
yersaries Will furnish a favorable opportunity for 
many to remit. We hope and believe it will be 
improved, and that nothing shall ever be suffered 
to interrupt the progres of this most useful Insti- 


tution. - 
7 Remitances should be addressed to Mr. Wm. 


’ 4. Hallock, Corresponding Secretary, 144, Nassau 


’ st. New-York. 


> emn and powerful revival of religion. 





Sean Revivals of Religion. 


— - --—- + ~— 





REVIVALS IN MAINE. 


It will call forth gratulations and praises from 
Christians in distant parts of our land, to learn, that 
God is visiting this portion of his heritage in mercy. 
In several towns to the east of us, the Holy Spirit is 
carrying forward his gracions work. Itis a day of 


} God's power, in which many are made his willing 


people. A letter from Thomaston to the publishers, 
dated March 31, says—‘* We are now enjoying a sol- 
It commenced 
about three months since, is still progressive, and ap 
pears as interesting as ever. Twenty-five stand pro- 
pounded for admission [into the Congregational 
church] next Sabbath. Our Baptist and Methodist 
brethren are sharers in the good work. O, pray for 


” 


us. 


REVIVAL IN WISCASSET, MF. 


| We have great pleasure in extracting: from the Lin- 


coln Intelligencer of the dates, April 3rd and 10tli 
the following brief accounts ef an unprecedented 
work of grace in Wiscasset. From a gentleman 
providentially in our office, we have ample confir- 
mation of the facts stated below ; and it is a thought 
full of deep joy, that a society of Unitarian Christ- 
ians, among others, are drinking deeply and ex- 
perimentally into the new birth as taught in the 
Scriptures.—Zion's Herald. 


Our town exhibits at this time, a most interesting 
spectacle to all the friends of experimental religion. 
At no time, perhaps, within the memory of our old- 
est inhabitants, have the principals of vital Christian- 
ify, (so to speak,) had such powerful and awakening 
influence, as within a few weeks past. Many of our 
oldest and most respectable inhabitants, are the hap- 
py recipients of the free grace of God—and by the 
quickening influence of the Holy Spirit, have openly 
come forward and given evidence, of the ‘‘ faith that 
isinthem.” Many others are, at the moment we 
are writing, writhing under the deepest conviction of 
sin, and express an ardent desire for relief from the 
burden which oppresses them. We sincerely hope 
the benefits of this ‘‘ season of the refreshing show- 
ers of grace” may be felt by us all, until “ every 
knee shall bow, and every tongue confess” the beauty 
and excellence of godliness. ’ 

The Revival of Religion noticed in our last, still 
continues with unabated interest ; it is supposed that 
more than 150 have already become its hopeful sub- 
ects; aud so far as attendance upon the means of 
ligious instruction, are correct indications with re- 
card to others, more than four times that number are 
seeking an interest in the great salvation. 


REVIVAL IN BERN, WY. 


Revivals of Religion.—Death of Mr. Gridiey. 





Extraet of a letter to the Edilor of the N. Y. Baptist 
Register, dated Rensselaerville, March 18, 1828. 


Mr. Eprror,—In the town of Bern, joining this, 
the work of the Lord is graciously triumphing in the 
‘alvation of sinners. In the mouth of January last, | 
"he consciences of sinners were arrested by the Spirit 
ofthe Redeemer, and they were heard to cry, “ what | 
‘hall we do to be saved !"’ Last Sabbath I attended | 


~ A= 
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meeting there, and the sighs of sinners were to bé 
heard throughout the congregation. On Monday, 1 
visited some families, and found some rejoicing in 
hope, and some mourning on account of their sins. 
The work is mostly in the Reformed Dutch Church 
under the pastoral care of Mr. Van Wagenen. He 
informed me that about fifty gave evidence of conver- 
sion. Some have come forward and united wit) that 
church. The probability is, the greater part will 
unite with them. This place has never experienced a 
revival before since the country was settled. 
R. Wiseear, Jr. 





DEATH OF MR. GRIDLEY. 

We have before mentioned the death of Mr. Grid- 
ley, missionary to Palestine. The last Herald con- 
tains a more particular account of this mournfal 
event: the following are the concluding remarks: 


Mr. Gridley was a native of Farmington, Con., 
was graduated at Yale College in the year 1 
and received his theological education in the Sem- 
inary at Andover, Mass. He afterwards perform- 
ed an active and successful agency for the Board 
in 4s native State, the greater part of which he 
organized into Associations and Auxiliaries on 
the plan now pursued, which had been devised and 
published by the Prudential Committee just he- 
fore the commencement of his agency. After 
completing this service, he entered, with charac- 
teristic ardor, upon the study of medicine, in- 
tending thereby to enlarge his usefulness as a 
missionary. In this science he made considerable 
proficiency. 

Mr. Gridley’s offer of service to the Board was 
made in August 1823, near the close of his pre- 
paratory studies in theology. The language of it 
is expressive of much devotion to the misssionary 
cause, 

*“T am willing—he said,—to be employed in 
any way, to undertake any service, in which I 
can best subserve the great designs of the Board. 
If T have the power of calling up the attention of 
the churches to the wants of the heathen, and of 
soliciting successfully their pecuniary aid, | would 

ladly, for a time, bring that power into action. 
f my services should be needed in exploring any 
portion of the heathen world, I hope to be in read- 
iness to enter npon such a labor. I expect, also, 
to hold myself in readiness to assist in establish- 
ing some new station, or in strengthening some 
station already established. 

* But if Lam unable in any way to promote snc- 
cessfully the designs of the Board, or if there be 
any thing in my character, disposition, or cireum- 
Stances, which would prevent my employing the 
talents which God has given me to advantage in 
that work, it is my earnest desi:e never to be con- 
nected with the Board; or should [ be thus con- 
nected, and some trait should be developed, or 
change of circumstances take place, which would 


820, 


/ Circumscrihbe mv usefulness, I should desire, with 


no less earnestness, that the convection might be 
immediately dissolved, 

* The mterests of the Board will, I trust, be ever 
regarded by me as incomparably more important, 
than my own personal interest. [ would rather 
by far retire from the field at any time, than con- 
tinue in ita burden to the cause.” 

He was ordained as a missionary on the 25th 
of August 1823, in Boston; embarked from the 
same place, in company with Mr. Brewer, on the 
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16th of August 1826 ; and after two months arriv- 
ed at Malta, from whence he proceeded with little 
delay to Smyrna. 

The concluding paragraph of a sermon, which 
Mr. Gridley preached in various places before 
leaving this country, and which we possess iv 
manuscript, will properly conclude these notices 
of the departed missionary. 

“ Let the world now cast the sneer of contempt 
upon the promoters of missions—let it pronounce 
their zeal, enthusiasm, and their sacrifices, folly— 
let it charge with madness him who bears the 
standard of the cross to invalubrious climes—let 
it heap its bitterest reproaches upon that female, 
whom love to souls constrains to forsake kindred, 
and friends, and native land,—and let it lavish its 
applauses upon that man, who makes any sacrifi- 
ces to amass a fortune—let it encircle with its 
laurels that patriot, who sacrifices all to his coun 
try’s welfare—and let it seek, on tablets of brass 
to immortalize that hero, who bears his country’s 
standard where thousands are falling by his side. 
When that fortune shall have been scattered to 
the winds of heaven, and that patriot’s lavrels 
shall have faded from his brow, and that hero’s 
monument shall have crumbled into dust, Wor 
cester will still live; the name of Harriet 
Newe ce will still be pleading with irresistible 
eloquence for the beatnen, or proclaiming to a 
renovated world its obligations to that eloquence ; 
Warren, Ricuarpvs, Newe tt, will be held in 
grateful remembrance by India’s happy millions; 
and the grave of Parsons will still be known, 
and still will it continue to call forth the tenderest 
emotions—not of Christian missionaries, as there, 
far from the home they love, they sit and sing, 

“‘ Brother, tliou art gone before us,” 

but Judah’s captive, restored from more than 
Babylonish exile, and the Arab, reclaimed from 
his wanderings, and the Turk, softened down into 
the Christian, and the Greek, set free from more 
than Turkish thraldom, all, united in the bond of 
Christian love, shall stand around that grave, and 
say, Here lies the men, who left all to bring this 
glorious Gospel to our shores.—Yes, when the 
proudest monument of human greatness shall have 
crumbled into dust, when this earth and all that is 
therein shall have been burned up, then shall 
they, who have turned many to righteousness, 
shine forth as the stars in the firmameut, for ever 
and ever.” 





From the Christian Watchman. 


RELIGIOUS NEWSPAPERS FOR FAMILIES. 
Mr. Epitox,—Among the many ways and 
means which are used for the encouragement of 
education, I have found from past experience, 
that a newspaper in a family is very desirable and 
useful. It has been observed, that those who have 
no taste and no desire for :eading books in com- 
mon use, will nevertheless read a newspaper, when 
it comes in their way. Having a large family 
myself, I have sometimes been almost persuaded 
to subscribe for two of the Christian Watchman, 
that I might the better accommodate all, who 
have any inclination to read. There are also 
other advantages, to be derived fiom the perusal 
of newspapers, besides that of encouraging a taste 
for reading. Scarcely a paper comes to hand, but 
what contains some accounts of intevesting revivals 


Religious Newspapers for Families 
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of religion, in different towns, &c. of our country, 
and the young reader is sometimes led to inquire 
into the situation of such towns, &c. and thus ao. 
quires some knowledge of geography. Besides, 
who knows but that, from some of these interes. 
ing accounts of revivals and conversions, the read. 
er may-be induced to go still further, and look 
into the Bible, and see it they compare, in any 
degree, with Pentecost seasons, and refreshings 
from the Lord. And, possibly, from the perusa| 
of some facts, he may eventually be led into al| 
truth. It would be doing good, if every subseri. 
ber for a religious newspaper would go a little ou 
uf his way to obtain more subscribers, and forwar; 
their names to their respective editors. Some. 
times two neighbors take a newspaper together, 
each one paying his part. This is a very poo; 
way ; as each one wishes to read it first, and both 
want to have it last, and keep it. Each wonld do 
better to have a paper to himself. I forward you 
the names of two subscribers; and 1 could wish 
that all your present subscribers, at least every 


Agent, would do likewise. 
AMI DE VERITE. 


Communicated by Dr. C. C. Blatchley. 


Warnino !—George Washington Goforth, sign 
painter, from Baltimore, and late of this city, in 
which he had no stationary abode, owing to his 
habit of drunkenness, died about the first of the 
spring of 1827, in the following remarkable man- 
ner: 

About four weeks prior to his decease, he way 
so seriously convinced of the impropriety of his 
drunken habit, through the reasonings of a fe- 
male, that he solewwnly imprecated, by an oath, 
that he hoped that God Almighty would make him 
an exainple to the living, by taking him out of 
this world, if he ever drank again any thing 
stronger than beer or cider for common drisk.— 
For sometime he kept his engagement, but in 
three or four weeks he broke his promises; and 
when the female referred to, saw him drink 
brandy, she lifted up her hands, and exclaimed, 
‘Goforth, I am shocked to see yuu drink brandy 
after taking that dreadful oath.’ Two nights 
afterwards he died in his hed unknown to any 
body, and thus his petition was consumated aw 
fully, asa warning to perjurers of this kind.---.¥. 
Y. Christian Advocate. 


CONFORMITY TO THE WORLD. 


In a recent inteview with a frinnd, the following 
reply to the question, What are your prospects 
for eternity, made a deep impression on my minc 
“Q-Sir,” replied he, “conformity to the worl 
has been my ruin. I once had high hopes o 
heaven. I looked upon myself as a pilgrim 
travelling to the heavenly world; I had bright 
hopes and great confidence in myself. I neglect 
ed towatch. I engaged in the business of th 
world, and was eager after its riches and honors 
Being young and lively, I was often in the com 
pany of the young, and of those who cast off (es! 
and restrained prayer hefore God. By insensible 
degrees, I grew indifferent about religious things. 
After associating with the ungodly, I found ™y- 
self more and more unqualified for private dutres, 
and then by degrees I began to omit secret pray 
er, and to neglect to study the word of God.— 
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' completely entangled in the world and wholly con- 


- disposed to examine my own heart then, I inva- 
this way | grew hardened ; and I fear that I have 


| prove to be that of the hypocrite, which will final- 
ly perish.— West. Intel. 


} important to have not only the consent but also 


1$28.] Pastoral faithfulness 
At this time alsoT sought popularity. My maxim 
was that to be useful in the world, a person should 
be honored by the world: To obtain this honor, I 
had to conform to the opinions and practices of 
the world: To comfort to these practices, I own, 
at first shokcked me. I could not give up my re- 
ligion, and my Bible plainly told me that * whoso- 
ever would be a friend of the world was the ene- 
my to God ? (Janes iv. 4) I say even the thought 
of conforming in practice tothe world shocked 
me. Butthe more I went into worldly company, 
this dread of comforming to the world would 
wear off. Time passed along. I was prospered. 
The world smiled upon me—my friends flattered 
and carressed me, and ina Jjiitle time | became 


formed to it. Sometimes the thought of my sit- 
uation would come into my mind, and alarm 
me. I knew that all was not right, but being in- 


riably put it off toa more convement time. In 


been deceiving myself, and that my hope will 





PASTORAL FAITHFULNESS TO THE SICK. 


Two young men in different parts of my parish 
began to languish nearly at the same time. Con- 
suinption was feared, though not very strongly 
suspected at first. I thought it my duty to con- 
verse with them at an early day. And deeming it 


the uniform co-operation of their friends, I inform- 
ed them of the frank disclosure of our fears which 
| wished to make, and of the advice I should give, 
and desired them to aid the impressions by their 
prayets and counsel from time to time, according 
to their best wisdom. They readily assented, and 
| believe were faithful. The way thus prepared, 
the substance of my communications to these sick 
persons, though made at different times, and with 
as much delicacy as faithful explicitness would ad- 
mit, was briefly as follows: 

lam come to visit you, not only as your friend, 
but your minister, and desirous to benefit as well 
asto gratify you. Perhaps you would like to 
know what your friends think of your case,‘ Yes.’ 
Iwill then tell you frankly and fully. We have 
much hope, yet serious fears lest your disease 
should terminate in consumption and prove fatal. 
A very treacherous disease. What do you think 
of yourself? ‘ Perhaps my friends are right.’ Are 
you prepared for death? ‘No.’ Now then is 
your time ; should you recover, you wiil not regret 
his improvement ; but if you are soon to die, now 
is probably your only time. You yet have strength, 
clearness of mind, power of discrimination, and 
bower of feeling, and you-wil! have some little 
ime to evince and test your hope. I make this 
fiank disclosure thus early, that | may give you 
mely warning, and it is with hope that you will 
egard it; but should [ find you at a future period 
crippled with disease, | shal! have little courage 
then to hope for your repentance. You have no 
tme to lose—no time to work out self-righteous- 
hess, id dvat were possible. Christ must be your 
*hole Saviour—he offers himself as such—does 
det require impossibilities, does not require of you 
he external duties of the healthy. Will you try 


to the Sick.—Obituary. 7a7 


‘Yes.’ I desire to bless God for the hope that he 
granted unto each of them repentance a life, 
One of them rapidly yet joyfully sunk to th¥ grave 
—the other recovered and has since’ made a pro- 
fession of his faith.— Christian Spec. 


SABBATH SCHOOL TEACHERS. 


An elderiy judicious friend has been appointed 
visiter to the teachers, whose business it is to yvicit 
the absentees, to inquire the cause of their ab- 
sence, and to administer encouragement or re- 
proof, asthe case may require, Such an appoin- 
ment, where teachers are prone to absent them- 
selves from school, cannot but be useful if atren- 
ded to with kindness and prudence. We have 
opened a prayer meeting for the senior scholars, 
to which the boysand girls are invited every al- 
ternate Sabbath. The devotional services are 
conducted by teachers appointed for the occasion. 
Many of the children have for some tine contri- 
buted to the Missionary Society, which they do 
very cheerfully, although the thing is left quite 
optional. We have great pleasure in stating that 
four of our teachers have beea admitted into 
church-fellowship, and another who caine amongst 
us a fatherless, friendless boy, has passed through 
all the gradations of a scholar, has recently been 
received asa teacher, and is likely also to be ad- 
ded tothe church. May they, each and all of 
them, prove themselves worthy the privileges of 
Christ’s kingdom.— Eng. Rep. 








Anecdote for Drunkards.—A few years since 
rthere lived in one of the villages of New-Hainp- 
shire, a widow in advanced life, and of intemper- 
ate habits. She possessed a large dwelling-house 
and some valuable lands. But her house becarne 
disreputable : the house of dissipation, iniqnity and 
sin. She had procured her supply of ruin on an 
evening in September, and retired to her room in 
a passion and fastened her door, exclaiming with 
an impious oath, she would go to hell before any 
one should disturb her. 

During the evening, an intemperate man who 
frequented the house, had gone into one of the 
chambers, and in a fit of intoxication, had thrown 
himself upon the bed. At midnight the house was 
in flames, and in spite of all exertions to save them 
both the woman and the maw were literally con- 
sumed to ashes, and burried to judgment and the 
eternal world The fire commenced in the room 
where this woman had locked herself in, and it 
was judged from the position in which the body 
was found, that she became intoxicated and fell 
upon the hearth, where her clothes took fire and it 
communicated to the building. The above state- 
ment may be relied on, aud it requires no com- 
ment.--/V. Hamp. Obs. 
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Obituary, 


DIED—At Wallingford, on the 3ist ult. Mrs. Pa- 
tience Doolittle, widow of the late Mr. John Doolittle, 
aged 72. 

At Saybrook on the 16th inst. Humphrey Pratt, 
Esq. aged 80. 

At Bridgeport, Mr. Samuel L. Emery, Jate of Bos- 
ton, aged 27; Mrs. Sophia May, aged’37; Mr. 
William Brothwell, aged 73. 

At Simsbury, Mrs. Paulina S. Phelps, aged 38. 
At Danbury, Mr. Daniel Taylor, aged 42. 








follow these simple directions immediately ?— 


At New-London, Mr. Joseph Miller, aged 48 
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OMNIPRESENCE OF GOD. 
Above—below—where’er I gaze, 
Thy guiding finger, Lord, I view, 
Trac’d in the midnight planet's blaze, 
Or glistening in the morning dew ; 
What er’e is beautiful or fair, 
Js but thine own reflection there. 


I hear thee in the stormy wind : 
That turrs the ocean wave to foam! . 
Not less thy wond’reus power I find, 
When summer airs around me roam ; 
The tempest and the calm declare 
Thyself, for thou art every where. 


I find thee in the noon of night, 
And read thy name in every star 
That drinks its splendor from the light 
That flows from mercy's beaming car ; 
Thy footstool, Lord, each starry gem 
Composes—not thy diadem. 


And when the radient orb of light 
Hath tipp’d the mountain tops with gold, 
Smote with the blaze, my wearied sight 
Sinks from the wonders I behold; 
That ray of glory, bright and fair, 
Is but a living shadow there. 


Thine is the silent neon of night, 
The twilight eve—the dewy morn— 
Whate’re is beautiful and bright, 
Thine hands have fashioned to adorn ; 
Thy glory walks in every sphere, 
And all things whisper “ God is here!” 
A aE TP 








Does the holy one of Israel, O christian, appear 
nniust, inglorious, or a being to be trified with, when 
he hides his face and leaves thee to spiritual barren- 
ness, darkness and doubts? Ob no; in such a dread- 
ful day as this, Lmmanuel’s character is not impeach- 
ed, nor his glory made void. But he appears a sin- 
hating, terrible God, not to be despised or trifled with. 
Now the christian sees his dependence, by sad expe- 
rience ; and is led, with Asaph, through the wakeful, 
troubled night, to search for those sins which have 
grieved away the sealing Spirit.--- Rev. J. Hallock. 





O, hopefal convert! who felt for you when on the 
verge of the horrible pit? who visited and gave you 
good counsel, and prayed with and for you? Who 
forgot the things of this world and their necessary 
food and sleep, and travailed in prayer in their clos- 
ets and concerts for your relief’? In answer to whose 
labors and prayers is it, that you did not go back to 
spiritual Sodom, or perish in black despair! Who is 
it that now labors and prays for your spiritual pros- 
perity and eternal life? Who has done these things 
for you, in consequence of which you have peace !--- 
Was it hell ? was it the carnal world? No, no: it was 
your invaluable friend Zion. And now will you pre- 
fer the society of the world, and by turning your back 
on the Church as if ashamed of her, weaken her 
hands and grieve her heart! Is this thy kindness to 
thy friend ?---ib. 
eee 


Poetry—Omnipresence of God.—School for Young Ladies, 
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ron Wednesday of next week. 
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“WHAT HAS IT COST?” 


After stating some of the results of Missions, iy 
an Address before a Missionary Society, the speake; 
said: ‘ All this is done ; and Mr. President what hag 
itcost? Cost, Sir? [am ashamed to say what it cost, 
Four dollars a piece we pay for our bill of intoxica. 
tion—two dollars for the benefit of a good govern. 
ment—but our bill for Missionary operations, inclu. 
ding the support of Bible, Tract, Education, Domes. 
tic and Foreign Missionary Societies, is on an ave. 
rage one cent! For the Ruin of our Country, four 
dollars !—for the Salvation of the World, onefcent(” 





Power of the Gospel.—-In the houses and wigwams 
of more than five hundred Indians (at the methodist 
mission in Upper Canada,) the devotions of prayer 
and praise are heard daily in their native language. 
Their desire for religious knowledge is very ardent: 
they hunger and thirst after righteousness ! O how 
should this put us to shame, who have so many ways 
of getting good and yet care so little about it! Triv- 
ial excuses keep us from reading, from prayer, from 
the house of God, and will keep us out of heaven. 





“ Government, in church and state, is of God, 
forms of Government in church and state are of 
” 
men. 
EES. EE 


CONFERENCE OF THE CHURCHES. 


We have been favored the present week with anothi- 
er of those solemn and interesting meetings in this 
city, but we have not time to give the particulars in 
this number. 

The conference adjourned to mect at Greens’ Farms 
The places next in ro- 
tation are Ridgebury and North-F airfield. 


SCHOOL FOR YOUNG LADIES. 


Miss Reyxorps has opened a School for Young 
Ladies and Misses, in the pleasant and retired village 
of West-Haven, for instruction in Reading, Writing, 
Arithmetic and Orthography ; also English Grammar, 
Rhetoric, Composition, Geography and History—to- 
gether with plain and ornamental Needle-Work. 

The grammar term will commence on the 12th of 
May next—Terms for tuition per quarter of 12 
weeks, $3. 

Board and washing may be obtained in respects 
ble families on application to Miss Reynolds, at Mr. 
Wm. Stebbins, W. H. at $2 per week. 


Inquiries respecting the School may be made of Rev. 
S. W. Stebbins, West-Haven, and of Rev. Claudius Her 
rick. and Miss Sarah Hotchkiss, New-Haven. 

West-Htven, April 19, 1828. 











Letters received at the Office of the Religious Intelliget- 
cer during the week ending April 23d, 1828. 

E. Erb; D. Ames Jr.; N. C. Dickinson; Abram 
Van Winkle; A. J. Fassett; Abraham A. Salisbury; 
Enoch F. Robinson ; G. Kimball; Rev. E. Philips: 
D. W. Graves ; G. W. Bruce: Rev. Daniel Jones: 
Warren Converse; Samuel Whiting ; Thoe. Youug: 
D. & J. Ames. 
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